Formation of asbestos bodies under the influence of parenteral iron overload.
The effect of parenteral administration of iron (dextran) on the number of asbestos fibers in the lungs, formation of asbestos bodies and the development of interstitial fibrosis was studied in guinea pigs exposed intratracheally to anthophyllite dust. The treatment did not accelerate, either qualitatively or quantitatively, the formation of asbestos bodies or retard the development of interstitial fibrosis. The number of naked asbestos fibers was also similar in anthophyllite-inoculated animals to those similarly inoculated, but having had, additionally, a previous saturation with iron.